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Message from the President
One of the best things about the 
marine industry in Canada is the 
sense of common purpose shared  
by its members. We all strive to 
provide safe, efficient and cost-
effective service, so the marine 
transportation mode can remain 
vibrant and successful. Pilots are 
proud to belong to this community, 
and we take seriously our responsibility 
to collaborate and cooperate with 
others in the sector.

The Canadian Pilot is intended to 
further strengthen the bonds that 
exist between pilots and other 
stakeholders in the marine industry.  
I hope you will find this first issue of 
the newsletter interesting and I look 
forward to your comments. In future 
issues, our intention is to publish 
information and articles provided by 
contributors from varied backgrounds 
and representing different perspectives 
and points of view. Do not hesitate to 
contact me if there is something you 
would like to see published.

Michel Pouliot, C.M.
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A year-long process led by a special 
committee of the CMPA Executive, 
which included representation from 
all pilotage regions, and involving 
the governing body of the Canadian 
Merchant Service Guild culminated 
this spring in the adoption of a Code 
of Conduct for members of the CMPA. 

The Code formally expresses the 
values that Canadian pilots hold  
in common and their standards for 

professional behaviour. By formally 
describing these values and  
standards and sharing them  
with the entire membership, the 
Association’s intention is to reinforce 
the sense of responsibility that every 
pilot has to discharge his duties in 
an exemplary way and to work with 
others to ensure a safe and efficient 
marine industry.  

It is the duty of marine pilots, in the conduct of their work, to act  
in the public interest, strictly adhering to the following principles:

ensure •	 marine transportation safety is the paramount 
consideration in the discharge of their responsibilities;
uphold their good reputation for •	 independent judgement by 
refraining from engaging in any activities that could compromise, 
or could be seen to compromise that independence;
maintain the •	 physical fitness and the technical proficiency 
required for the performance of their duties in a manner that 
reflects the high standards of their profession. 

As members of the Association, marine pilots are expected to govern  
their behaviour in accordance with the following values:

professionalism:•	  always act in a manner that brings credit to the  
piloting profession;
collegiality: •	 share knowledge and experience with other pilots and  
their organizations and extend to them the courtesy, cooperation  
and solidarity that is due to colleagues; 
collaboration: •	 work collaboratively with other parties to promote  
a safe and vibrant marine transportation sector.

Of the 33 national delegations 
attending the Biennial Congress  
of the International Maritime Pilots’ 
Association (IMPA) in Bangkok in 
August 2008, Canada’s was the 
largest. This robust Canadian interest 
in the business of pilotage worldwide 
continues a well-established tradition 
that extends over two decades.  
It was most notably manifested by  
the twelve years CMPA President,  
Michel Pouliot, served as head of 
IMPA from 1990 to 2002.

With the election at the 2008 
Congress of CMPA National Vice-
President, Simon Pelletier, as one  
of five IMPA Vice-presidents, 
Canada’s leadership role within 
IMPA has once again been 
confirmed. Capt. Pelletier said his 
priorities on the IMPA executive 
were to strengthen the governance 
of the organization and to ensure it 
remains an effective international 
voice to maintain the professional 
independence of pilots. 

19th  
International 
Maritime  
Pilots’  
Association  
Biennial  
Congress/ 
Bangkok,  
August, 2008  
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Historical Account  
of Saint John, N.B. Pilotage

She’s All Yours Mr. Pilot: The Marine Pilots of Saint John
by Capt. Donald h. Duffy and E. Neil McKelvey, O.C. Q.C.

Lower  
St. Lawrence 
Pilots Launch 
Web Site
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In their recently published book, 
She’s All Yours Mr. Pilot, Captain 
Donald Duffy and Mr. Neil McKelvey 
take readers on a fascinating journey 
through 250 years of piloting the 
treacherous and ever-changing tides 
and currents in Saint John harbour. 
Told with humour and warmth, 
She’s All Yours Mr. Pilot is the 
remarkable story of pilotage, from 
the golden age of sail in the early 
18th century, through the era of 
the great steam ships, the period of 
global conflict in the first half of the 
20th century and to the modern era 
of supertankers and cruise ships. 

If the work of Saint John pilots was 
routine, this book would probably 
not be very interesting – in fact, it 
might not have been worth writing! 
But that is hardly the case. It turns 
out, pilots are an intrepid group who 
have often adventurous and risky 
lives. Many of these pilots decidedly 
non-routine experiences are related 
in this book. 

The stories include an aborted 
expedition to attempt to recover 
pirates’ gold in the Caribbean, the 
tragic wrecking of ships and loss  
of life, and other gripping anecdotes. 

Mr. McKelvey was a member of 
the Royal Commission on Pilotage, 
appointed by Prime Minister John 
Diefenbaker in 1962, and brings 
personal insight into the  ten-
year process that led, in 1972, 
to the Pilotage Act, the landmark 
legislation which continues to form 
the basis of the country’s pilotage 
system. Captain Duffy has been a 
Saint John pilot since 1990 and is 
currently a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Atlantic Pilotage 
Authority. 
 
She’s All Yours Mr. Pilot is 
dedicated to those who lost their 
lives while on duty in the pilotage 
service in Saint John. The authors 
are donating all proceeds from the 
sale of their book to support the 
work of the Saint John Seafarers’ 
Mission. 

The Lower St. Lawrence Pilot 
Corporation has a new web 
site with a fresh design and a 
dramatic increase in the amount 
of information available. Prior to 
the beginning of this December, 
the Lower St. Lawrence Pilots’ site, 
while certainly useful, had fewer 
features and covered fewer topics.

One of the many useful additions 
on the new site is a link to the 
Lower St. Lawrence Pilots’ new 
video, describing the role of pilots 
and showing them in action on 
the River. The history of pilotage 
in the region and a description of 
the various vessel types navigating 
the river are also available. In 
addition, the new site offers visitors 
an opportunity to learn more about 
the St. Lawrence River itself, 
including information and links to 
sites for the UNESCO-designated 
Charlevoix Biosphere Reserve 
and the Saguenay-St. Lawrence 
Marine Park. Information about the 
corporation’s Marine Simulation and 
Resource Centre is also accessible. 
The Centre, in the three years since 
it was established, has become an 
invaluable training facility for pilots, 
as well as an important resource for 
industry in the conceptualization 
and configuration of new maritime 
projects. 

Take a look for yourself; the address 
is  www.pilotesbsl.com.
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On Sept 18 2008, the Pacific Pilotage Authority (PPA) dedicated two new 
pilot boats to two B.C. Coast Pilots who died in service. The Pacific Scout was 
dedicated to Capt. Albert V. Galbraith, who died when he fell from a pilot ladder 
in March, 1985. The Pacific Navigator was dedicated to Capt. Ed Sonne who 
died in January, 1978 when he fell from a pilot ladder after the stanchion  
gave way. 

Over a hundred people attended the double dedication ceremony on a warm 
sunny day. Capt Kevin Obermeyer, President and CEO of the PPA served 
as master of ceremonies and Captain Stephen Brown, President of the 
B.C. Chamber of Shipping, spoke on behalf of industry. Mr David Gardiner, 
chairman of the PPA, expressed thanks to the project team. The designers  
of the pilot boats, Alastair Cameron and Arran Roycroft of Camarc Design  
of the U.K., were also on hand. 

Captain Mike Roman, President of B.C. Coast Pilots, presented bronze  
plaques to commemorate Captains Galbraith and Sonne. The plaques will  
be mounted in the Pacific Scout and the Pacific Navigator. The vessels were 
blessed by the Reverend Nick Parker, chaplain of the Mission to Seafarers. 

Captain Galbraith’s wife, Maureen, and 18 of his relatives attended the 
ceremony, as did Capt Sonne`s wife, Gloria Moore, with several relatives 
including Derek Sonne who is a launch master for the PPA and Capt.  
Sonne’s son.

The two new Pilot Boats are an excellent example of what can be accomplished 
collaboratively by the Authority, the Chamber of Shipping and pilots. The 
vessels, which cost $3.4 million each were financed by a special surcharge to 
industry. The 19 meter vessels use cutting-edge technology with three Detroit 
60 series EMD diesels powering three HM 461Hamilton Jets, and are capable 
of making 27 knots. Pilots were consulted extensively on the design of the 
vessels, while the entire project was co-ordinated and overseen by the PPA. 

The boats were built in North Vancouver by ABD Enterprises Ltd. 

Gloria Moore (Sonne) with Capt. Mike  
Roman, President BC Coast Pilots

Capt. Mike Roman, President BC Coast 
Pilots with Maureen Galbraith

The Pacific Navigator, one of two new pilot 
boats serving the Pacific region

New Pacific Pilot Boats  
Dedicated To Fallen Colleagues

The Canadian PiloT g Fall/WinTeR 08/09 4



the end of 

the Global  
 Supply Chain?

Over the last decade, cargo handled at Canadian 
ports increased 35%, a clear sign of the vitality 
of marine transportation in Canada. Traffic at 

Canadian ports is driven by a multitude of factors, some 
of them under the control of the marine industry, many 
others resulting from external forces. 

One of the strongest influences on the level of traffic 
is the state of the economy, both domestically and 
worldwide. This fact is self-evident: when Canada’s 
economy is weak, our demand for foreign goods declines; 
similarly, when the global economy falters, demand 
for Canadian goods weakens. Currently, marine traffic 

and Canadian ports are suffering the effects of a global 
downturn that began earlier this year and shows no sign 
of ending any time soon. Although the consequences of 
this downturn may be severe, it is a cyclical phenomenon 
and what goes down will – eventually – come back up.

Less well-understood, but just as important and perhaps 
more fundamental, is the role played in international 
trade by the logistics network, or supply chain, that 
moves goods from suppliers to customers. Until the 
middle of the twentieth century, in North America, 
relatively low labour costs and relatively expensive 
transportation costs favoured local supply chains, with 
factories located as close as possible to both suppliers 
of raw materials and consumer markets. Since then, the 
relative rise in North American labour costs and decline 
in transportation costs (in the latter case, thanks in large 
part to inexpensive fuel), has led to the emergence of  
a very different supply chain, global in nature.

With a cost structure comprised primarily of labour 
and transportation expenditures, entrepreneurs moved 
production from countries, such as the U.S. and Canada, 
characterized by expensive labour to regions where 
labour was still cheap, especially Asia. The savings in 
labour costs more than offset the costs for the additional 
transportation of finished products. This global supply 
chain soon overtook the earlier local model, and while 
it led to the disappearance of hundreds of thousands 
of manufacturing jobs in North America, it became the 
growth engine behind international maritime traffic.

FeaTURe aRTiCle
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Today, however, there are signs 
that the global supply chain may 
no longer be the most economic 
model. Its strategic advantage has 
been seriously threatened by the 
recent spike in fuel prices. Rising 
fuel prices have increased the cost 
of shipping a container from China 
to the United States from $3,000 to 
as much as $8,000. Consequently, 
many companies are re-thinking the 
global supply chain strategy and 
contemplating, once again, locating 
production facilities close to suppliers 
and markets. Some corporations have 
already taken action. After years of 
taking advantage of cheap labour in 
India and China, La-Z-Boy is shifting 
production back to North America. 
IKEA recently opened its first factory 
on US soil.  

But is the global supply chain 
really coming to an end? Only if 
these shifts in the production and 
distribution equation – and we are 
still largely talking about labour and 
transportation costs – are sustained 
over a considerable period of time. 
While the labour cost differential 
between North America and Asia 
is likely to remain, it is far more 
risky to predict what will happen 
to fuel costs. Although fuel prices 
were, until this summer, rising 
steeply, prices have recently dropped 
significantly, making it difficult to 
determine if the conditions necessary 
to cause a sustained shift in the 
global distribution-transportation 
equation are here to stay.

One thing is for sure. Uncertainty as 
to whether the global or local supply 
chain models will prevail means an 
important factor affecting maritime 
transportation will remain unknown 
for some time. Recent reductions by 
shipping lines in scheduled services, 
a reported glut of containers and 
a projected surplus of shipping 
capacity may all be temporary 
impacts of a volatile and uncertain 
global economy. They may also 
be the harbingers of a longer-term 
trend, driven in part by the decline  
in the global supply chain model.  

In the meantime, the marine sector 
is not idle. Larger vessels are being 
introduced, allowing more freight  
to move on fewer ships, resulting  
in significant fuel savings. Here in 
Canada, major ports are increasing 
their capacity and improving their 
multimodal capabilities. For 
example, the Port of Montreal 
recently began a $2.5-billion retrofit 
project which will refurbish existing 
terminals, increase efficiency and 
develop a brand new terminal.  
The amalgamation of the three 
Vancouver-area ports opens the  
door to important efficiency gains  
in the movement of cargo. Major 
investments being made by railways 
in port-related infrastructure will 
result in much improved inter-modal 
interfaces. Marine pilots are also 
doing their part to help maintain  
the marine mode’s competitive edge. 
Collaboration with industry has never 
been more constructive in terms of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
reviewing pilotage practices and 
issues to ensure the safest and most 
efficient transit of vessels. One 
impressive example of this is the 
significant reduction in delays during 
winter night-time navigation on the 
St. Lawrence River.

As noted earlier, many of the factors 
that will determine whether Canadian 
maritime traffic remains robust and 
growing are driven by external forces. 
Like almost every other sector of the 
world’s economy, the prospects for 
the marine industry are uncertain. 
What can be said, however, is that 
the industry is taking important steps 
to remain competitive, whatever the 
future may hold.
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